
Your God is too Small 
12.6.09 
The power of suffering to reveal the greatness of God. 
Job 38-40 
 
Illus: 

• First time I taught the book of Job was the first time I taught adults in 
the winter of 1995 at Cicero Bible Church… 

 
 
Key Idea:  With a firm grasp on the Gospel, what you believe about God 
will be powerfully reshaped thru the fires of suffering. 
 
The book of Job in character summary: 
Scene 1 (1:1-2:8)—Satan, God and Job the Prosperous 
Scene 2 (2:9-chapter 37)—Job the broken and the Mafia of Comfort (Z, E, 
B, wife and later E) 
Scene 3 (38-42)—God.  (Oh, and Job). 
 
Scene 1:  
• [Describe Satan and God’s interaction] 
 
What Job’s suffering looked like: 
• Loss of his children 
• Loss of his possessions 
• Loss of his wife’s support and her faith in God 
• Loss of health thru incurable illnesses 
• Loss of support of real friendship resulting in isolation 
• Loss of privacy and dignity 
 
What suffering reveals about what you believe: 
 
When suffering, Prosperity theology says, “If you claim to follow God but 
you aren’t experiencing wealth and health, then you must have unconfessed 
sin or a lack of faith.” 

 
Job’s friends…the mafia of comfort 

• 11:13-14—Z:  if you would just confess your sin, this would all be over. 
• — 

 
 

When suffering, Karma theology says, “Trouble now means past wrongs 
are catching up with you.”  

Job’s friends: 
• 3:7—E:  Innocent people don’t suffer 
• 8:4-5—B:  Your kids died because they sinned 

• 15—E:  Sinners feel cut off from God and encounter piles of trouble and 
pain—you do the math, Job. 

• 18—B:  God punishes wicked people by taking away their wealth and 
their kids when they least expect it—you get it? 

 
 
When suffering, Bargain-shopper theology [getting the most benefit for 
the least cost] says, “I knew the Gospel was too good to be true.  God isn’t 
good.  Just look at these painful circumstances.  I’m outahere.” 

Job’s wife 
• 2:9  Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die 
spouses have a huge impact on your faith 
 
When suffering, Smarter than God theology says, “I know God is real and 
all-powerful but I can’t imagine a good reason why God would let me 
experience this pain.” 

Job 
• Job begins with a good perspective on his suffering: 

2:10  “Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?” In 
all this Job did not sin with his lips. 

• But the longer he thought and searched for answers the more he 
became convinced that God’s case for allowing his suffering was pretty 
thin and if given the chance he could argue it out to prove himself. 
23:2-7  Today also my complaint is bitter;  
my hand is heavy on account of my groaning. 
3 Oh, that I knew where I might find him, 
that I might come even to his seat! 
4 I would lay my case before him 
and fill my mouth with arguments. 
5 I would know what he would answer me 
and understand what he would say to me. 
6 Would he contend with me in the greatness of his power? 
No; he would pay attention to me. 
7 There an upright man could argue with him, 
and I would be acquitted forever by my judge. 

• Illus: “But, I have ideas of my own!”—Jaley to her babysitter when she 
was 4. 

o Truth is, most of us have a “smarter than God theology” 
 
But…  
Job also took good Gospel faith with him into his suffering: 
• He had confidence in the resurrection 

Job 19: 25 I know that my Redeemer lives,  and that in the end he will 
stand upon the earth. 26 And after my skin has been destroyed,  yet in 
my flesh I will see God;  27 I myself will see him  with my own eyes—I, 
and not another.  How my heart yearns within me!  
 

• He had an understanding that he needed an Advocate in heaven 



Job 16:19 Even now my witness is in heaven;  my advocate is on high.  20 
My intercessor is my friend as my eyes pour out tears to God;  21 on behalf 
of a man he pleads with God  as a man pleads for his friend.  

 
• He had a life that matched his faith (integrity) 

Job 1:1—blameless and upright 
Job 1:8—epic integrity; the kind God notices 

 
• Because of these things, he trusted his testimony 

Job 31—Job points to his record of faith, integrity and love for the 
oppressed as a place to stand. 

 
 
When suffering, Gospel faith will teach your heart that: 
 
1. God is smarter than you. 

Job 38-41 
o In response to Job, by my count, God asks Job a series of 61 

questions.  Most of them are compound questions—i.e. several 
questions in a question. 

 
38-40 
Series of questions part 1: 

• Focus on God’s great power, timelessness & knowledge of and 
activity within creation compared with Job’s weakness, finiteness, 
and limited activity. 

<pause—40:3-5> 
Series of questions part 2 

• Focus on God’s great righteousness, glory, power over strong 
creatures, self-sufficiency and wisdom. 

 
Suffering will root out a demanding spirit from your life. 
• Illus: Larry Crabb’s Atheist professor story from Inside Out 
 
Jeremiah Burroughs quote:  
I beseech you to consider that God does not deal by you as you deal with him. 
Should God make the worst interpretation of all your ways towards him, as you 
do of his towards you, it would be very ill with you. God is pleased to manifest his 
love thus to us, to make the best interpretations of what we do, and therefore God 
puts a sense upon the actions of his people that one would think could hardly be (The 
Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment, 224, emphasis added) 
 

 
2. Satan is on a short leash—he’s only God’s instrument: 

Job 1:12—Satan has to have God’s permission to do anything to His 
people. 
 

 
3. Suffering is about image.   

Namely, the image of Jesus shaped into the fabric of your life. 
Romans 8 
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness [disabilities, 
illnesses, sickness—i.e. sufferings]. For we do not know what to pray 
for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings 
too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according 
to the will of God. 28 And we know that for those who love God all 
things [i.e. the sufferings] work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order 
that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
 

 
4. What God calls blessed is different than what man calls blessed: 

Matthew 5 
 
 

5. Suffering with trust in God has the power to produce greater 
obedience in your life: 
1 Peter 4:1 

o Why? Because suffering releases you from the potential of 
thinking only of yourself.  (1 Peter 4:1) 

 
 

6. Suffering is often a tool that reveals God’s glory 
John 9  Now as Jesus was passing by, he saw a man who had been 
blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who committed the sin 
that caused him to be born blind, this man or his parents?” Jesus 
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but he was born 
blind so that the acts of God may be revealed through what happens to 
him.  

 
 
Ending with Hope—a perspective on restoration. 
For Job, the end of his suffering was a God-iniated restoration that went 
beyond what he had originally lost. (Job 42) 
Do you realize that the Hope of a Christian is the same—that God will 
initiate a restoration that goes far beyond the scope of what you lose in 
suffering? 
 
Job 42:10  And the Lord restored… 


